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InB.C., the Ministry of Children and Family
Development (MCFD) offers a range of programs
and supports for you and your child. The
ministries of Health and Education also offer
programs that may assist you.

Services are intended to promote your child’s
healthy development, maximize quality of life,
and enhance your ability to meet your child’s
needs and support their full participationin
community life.

MCFD Children and Youth with Special Needs
Workers have specialized trainingand expertise
to support families of children and youth with
special needs. They can help you access MCFD
and other government programs and link you to
other supports in your community.

Access to these services depends upon a child’s
eligibility for the specific program and the
available resourcesinthe community.

Autism Spectrum Disorder Funding Programs
Funding to assist families with the cost of
autisminterventionservicesthat promote
communication, social-emotional, pre-
academic/academic and life-skills development.

Infant Development Program/

Aboriginal Infant Development Program (AIDP)
Home-based services for infants up to age three
(AIDP may be up to school entry) who have, or
are atrisk for, developmental delay to optimize
their development and participation in arange
ofcommunity activities.

Supported Child Development/ Aboriginal
Supported Child Development

Additional support that children with special
needs may need to participate in preschool and
child-care settings.

Early Intervention Therapy Program
Community-based physiotherapy, occupational
therapy, speech-language pathology and family
support services.

School-Aged Therapy

Occupational therapy and physiotherapy
services for school-aged children with
special needs.

Community Brain Injury Program

Planning, co-ordination and funding for short-
term, acuterehabilitationservicesandassistance
with important life transitions for children and
youth with acquired braininjuries.

Family Support Services

A range of services to support parents in
caring for their child or youth with special
needs in the home, such as respite (a break
from care giving) and behavioural support to
address challenging behaviour.

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) Key
Worker and Parent Support

Specialized support for families with children
and youth with confirmed or suspected FASD.

At Home Program
Medicaland/orrespite benefits assisting
parents in caring for children with severe
disabilitiesathome.

Provincial Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services
Arange of services supporting Deaf, Hard of
Hearing, and Deafblind individuals and their
families including family development, youth
transition support, aresidential programand
consultation onaccessissues.

Provincial Outreach and

Professional Supports

Specialized services for children with significant
disabilities to support their community-based
teams in such areas as custom assistive devices
(e.g.,wheelchair prescription andfitting) and
complex feeding and nutritional assessment.

More Information
More information on the services described in
this brochure can be found on our website:

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/
managing-your-health/healthy-women-
children/child-behaviour-
development/special-needs




