PARTNERS IN LEARNING

March 31, 2020
Dear Families,
With the end of Spring Break, we begin the transition to a very different delivery model in order
to provide continuity of educational opportunities for students and other community supports
during the current COVID-19 pandemic. Once again, we would like to thank you for being our
Partners in Learning. It is by working together that we will continue to support student academic
achievement, social emotional learning and growth in a safe, inclusive environment.
As a Board we care deeply about the success of students and their safety is paramount. These
are unprecedented times and we understand the challenges parents and students are facing.
We are committed to meeting the educational needs of students by making sure we prioritize
how best to serve our families. Our staff continue to work hard and we would like to reassure
parents that we will have a cohesive plan in place to ensure your student is successfully
supported for the rest of the school year.
Since this news was announced on March 17, district staff have been making plans to support
the delivery of ongoing learning opportunities for students based on guidance provided by the
Ministry of Education. These plans are informed by the following four principles listed in order of
priority:
1. Maintain a healthy and safe environment for all students, families and employees.
2. Provide the services needed to support children of our essential workers.
3. Support vulnerable students who may need special assistance.
4. Provide continuity of educational opportunities for all students.
To our students, whether you are in kindergarten and missing your teacher and friends, or
you're in grades 5 or 8 and wondering how this will affect your transition to middle or high
school, or you're a grade 12 student and disappointed about what this means for all your grad
activities and celebrations, we can only imagine how confusing and overwhelming this must be
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for you. We understand that this is really hard and we want you to know that we care about you
and will do everything we can to make this situation easier for you.
The challenges caused by COVID-19 are extensive and change daily. We thank our dedicated
senior staff and all employees for their commitment to our students' education and wellbeing.
They are following provincial guidelines and making adjustments to reflect our unique local
issues and needs. We are in good hands.
These are trying times but they are temporary. We want you to be confident that we will get
through this together. In the coming week you will be receiving more specific details from our
Superintendent, principals and teachers. In the meantime, and always, please see the
Chilliwack School District website at www.sd33.bc.ca for information and updates as they are
available.
We thank you for continuing to follow the provincial health orders for physical distancing and
hygiene practices. With your understanding and patience, our school community will emerge
stronger and closer than ever.
Sincerely,
Chilliwack Board of Education

